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of  the   world.    The  Mussalmans  in  India  are   the
descendants of Mussalmans who thus travelled to and
settled  in   India,   and  of   the   Hindus   whom   such
Mussalmans converted to Islam.   All the Mussalmans
in iudia have always lived side by side with the Hindus
and mixed with them and even co-operated with them,
both during the period of the Mussalman rule as also
since  then.    In  fact, both  the Mussalmans and the
Hindus, as also older races residing in this country, are
all equally the inhabitants of one and the same country,
and are thus bound to each other by ties of a cornmon
nativity.     They are  all sharers  in the benefits  and
advantages, as also in the ills, consequent on common
residence; and so far as natural and climatic conditions
are  concerned  all  the inhabitants,  irrespective of all
other considerations, are subject to common joys and
common sorrows and must necessarily co-operate with
each other, as humanity is imperfect and dependent on
co-operation.    Again,  both the Mussalmans  and the
Hindus are subjects of the same sovereign and living
under the protection of the same laws and are equally
affected by  the same administration.   The object  of
the   Congress is  to give expression   to  the  political
demands of the subjects and to pray that their political
greivances may be redressed and their political disabili-
ties may be removed; that the political burdens of the
country may be lightened and its political conditions
may be ameliorated ; that the political status of millions
of human beings who are their fellow countrymen may
be   improved, and  their general  conditions may  be
rendered more tolerable.   It is a most meritorious work,
a work of the highest charity.   No  nobler or more
charitable work could possibly be conceived.   The only
question is whether there should be two separate organi-
sations, Mussalman and Non-Mussalman, both simul-
taneously doing the same work, separate in name, but
identical in .nature and interest, or whether there should
be a joint organisation.   Obviously the latter is prefer-
able, especially as the Congress has no concern what-
ever with the religion or the religious convictions of
any of its members.